


MINIMALISM 
CONCEPTUALISM

SOL  LEWITT



1928, September 9 was born in Hartford, Connecticut, USA 
Born to a family of Jewish immigrants from Russia 
Pursued his interest in art since a kid, learned in art classes at the Wadsworth Atheneum 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews


1948 graduated as BFA from Syracuse University, New York



1949 traveled to Europe where he was exposed to Old Master paintings

Still Life with Pie, Silver Ewer and Crab by Willem Claeszoon Heda (1658)

Portrait of a young woman 
by Sandro Botticelli, 1480

Monalisa, Leonardo da Vinci, 1506

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willem_Claeszoon_Heda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandro_Botticelli


1950, served at Korean War

1953, set up a studio on the Lower East Side, New York



1960s : multiple influences 
✓ studied at the School of Visual Arts  
✓ designer at Seventeen magazine, did paste-ups, mechanicals, and photostats  
✓ graphic designer in the office of architect I.M. Pei for a year 
✓ discovered the work of the late 19th-century photographer Eadweard Muybridge, 

whose studies in sequence and locomotion  
✓ night receptionist and clerk at the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New York 

All these combine with his life journey and experiences are the important things that  

Later shaped his works towards CONCEPTUALISM

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_of_Visual_Arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seventeen_(American_magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_designer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I.M._Pei
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadweard_Muybridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Modern_Art


School of Visual Arts 
photostats 
I.M. Pei 
sequence by Eadweard Muybridge 
Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New York

Sol LeWitt used lines, geometric solids, ratio, patterns, formulas, and 
permutations to create his modern structures and wall paintings.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I.M._Pei
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadweard_Muybridge


School of Visual Arts 
                  To learn in depth:

BASIC ART ELEMENTS  
Dots - Titik 

Line - Garis 

Shape - Bentuk 2 Dimensi  

Form - Bentuk 3 Dimensi  

Colour - Warna 

Value - Nilai 

Space - Ruang 

Texture - Tekstur  

BASIC ART PRINCIPLES  
Repetition, Pattern, Rhythm  

Scale and Proportion 

Movement 

Emphasis  

Contrast 

Unity and Variety 

Balance and Harmony  

Composition 

Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New York 
                 Exposed to fellow artists, currators and art influencer



Photostats

Identical product 

versus 

Different result 



I.M. Pei

The Louvre Museum, France

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I.M._Pei


The Rock n’ Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, Ohio

J. F. K. Library, Boston Bank of China Tower, Hong Kong Islamic Museum, Doha

"An architect doesn't go off with a shovel and dig his foundation and lay every 
brick. He's still an artist."Instead of executing the works of art himself, LeWitt 
comes up with an idea or plan for his art, usually a set of simple instructions—
sometimes with line drawings. He then hands over the written plan to his 
assistants, and they construct the work. LeWitt's instructions are both specific and 
open-ended so that the resulting work of art varies according to the interpretation 
made by the draftsperson producing the work of art. 



sequence by Eadweard Muybridge

Sol LeWitt used lines, geometric solids, ratio, patterns, formulas, and 
permutations to create his modern structures and wall paintings

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadweard_Muybridge


2007, April, died at age 78 in New York from cancer complications

Approximately 1350 artworks in form of 
paintings, drawings, structures (sculptures), 

installation, wall painting, diagram and 
instructions.



 the idea (or concept) behind the work  
is more important than  
the finished art object. 

"An architect doesn't go off with a shovel and dig  
his foundation and lay every brick. He's still an artist."

CONCEPTUALISM



ARTWORKS



The Location of Eight Points, Sol LeWitt, 1974









 

https://www.nga.gov/education/teachers/lessons-activities/new-angles/sol-lewitt.html






Sol LeWitt – Wall Drawing #16, September 1969 
Instruction: Black pencil, Bands of lines 12 inches (30 cm) wide 
in three directions (vertical, horizontal, diagonal right) intersecting.



Wall Drawing #122, 1972, Black pencil grid, blue crayon arcs and lines, Paula Cooper Gallery, New York



Wall Drawing #260, 1975



Sol LeWitt – Wall Drawing #340, July 1980 



Sol LeWitt – Wall Drawing #343A,B,C,D,E,F, December 1980, White crayon on black wall



 

https://www.nga.gov/education/teachers/lessons-activities/new-angles/sol-lewitt.html


 Sol LeWitt – Wall Drawing #356 BB, Cube Without a Cube, 1981, ink

https://www.nga.gov/education/teachers/lessons-activities/new-angles/sol-lewitt.html


 

Wall Drawing #564, Complex forms with color ink washes 
superimposed, 1988, at Paula Cooper Gallery, Sept 2013.

https://www.nga.gov/education/teachers/lessons-activities/new-angles/sol-lewitt.html


 

Wall drawing #869, 1998 
Copied Lines. From the top of a 48-inch (122 cm) square, draw a not straight horizontal line. The line is black. 

The second line is drawn beneath the first line, as close as possible, imitating the first line. The next line is 
drawn beneath the second line. Continue copying, until the bottom of the square is reached 

Marker or crayon, pencil

https://www.nga.gov/education/teachers/lessons-activities/new-angles/sol-lewitt.html


 

Wall Drawing #1238, Whirls and Twirls (detail), 2007, John and Mary 
Pappajohn Education Center, 1200 Grand Avenue, Des Moines

https://www.nga.gov/education/teachers/lessons-activities/new-angles/sol-lewitt.html


Incomplete Open Cubes, 1974




 Tower, Figge Art Museum, Davenport, Iowa, USA, 1984.

Four-Sided Pyramid 

https://www.nga.gov/education/teachers/lessons-activities/new-angles/sol-lewitt.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Figge_Art_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Davenport,_Iowa


Circle within Square, 2003



https://www.nga.gov/education/teachers/lessons-activities/new-angles/sol-lewitt.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sol_LeWitt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I._M._Pei

THANK YOU!

https://www.nga.gov/education/teachers/lessons-activities/new-angles/sol-lewitt.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sol_LeWitt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I._M._Pei


Sol LeWitt inspired Instructions

1. Prepare a drawing paper in square shape, define the centre point. 
Siapkan kertas gambar berbentuk bujur sangkar, tandai titik pusatnya. 

2. Draw as biggest as possible circle inside the square paper. 
Gambarkan lingkaran dengan ukuran terbesar yg bisa digambarkan di atas 
kertas bujur sangkar tersebut. 

3. Divide circle equally into 12 parts. 
Bagi lingkaran menjadi 12 bagian sama besar. 



1. Make three circle within the circle. 
2. Make a ring and colour it red. 
3. Make one half ring blue 
4. Pick a section and make blue&white stripes. 
5. Make 2 rings side by side and draw checkered pattern in black&white. 
6. Outline a section with red colour. 
7. Make a fat ring and colour a quarter of it in yellow. 
8. Colour a section that looks like a pizza slice.  
9. Make a skinny ring.  
10. Make diagonal stripes in one section.  
11. Color a quarter ring with a dark color.  
12. Color a quarter ring with a light color.  
13. Make a section that is blue and green striped.  
14. Make a section that is red and yellow striped.  
15. Outline a section with black.  
16. Outline a section with red.  
17. Outline a section with green.  
18. Make another checkerboard section.  
19. Make another zebra striped section. 
20. Colour the empty section.


